
Council 
Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2024 
 
Council Members Angie Panzica Erin Fogarty 
Present Michael Peace Morgan Foster 
Andrew Crim, Council Robert Schier III Rosa Guel 
Chair 

Jonas Schwartz, TWC 
Debbie Carlisle Staff Present 

Eric Shahid 
Kyle Cox Beth Stalvey, Executive 

Meridith Silcox  Sara Damiano, DirectorHHSC 
Older Americans Act Kim Torres  Kai Brewer 
Elizabeth Danner, T  Zu , TCDSEA Nina na  Scott Daigle 
Beatrice Degree Lauren Gerken Council Members 
Roni Jo Frazier Absent Mitchel Griffin 
Ivy Goldstein, DSHS Genessee Klemm Lora Taylor 
Shana Halvorsen Linda Logan Jamie Thomas 
Sean Jackson, DRTX Rey Maldonado 

Guests Present Barbara Knighton Evan Marczynski 
HHSC Lauryn McNeil Kate Layman, Sylvia Medina 

Title XIX/Medicaid Christina Bryant Richard Rendon 
Lisa Marenco Rebecca Japko Mary Rochford 
Scott McAvoy Zaide Echegoyen Cass Schnautz 
Amanda Miles Melanie Teague Regional Kristi Miller, DSHS Coordinators Brianna TenBrink 
Robin Miller, A&M CDD Present Koren Vogel

Call to Order 
The Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities convened on Friday, 
November 8, 2024, at the Hyatt Place Houston Medical Center, 7329 Fannin 
St, Houston, TX 77030 as well as virtually using the Zoom platform. Council 
Chair Andrew Crim called the meeting to order at 9:02 A.M.  A quorum was 
present. 

1. Introductions 
Committee members, staff and guests were introduced. 

2. Public Comments 
Written public comment was submitted by Linda Litzinger regarding 
ISS providers unable to provide transport and was read by Council Chair 
Andrew Crim.  
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3. Consent Items 
Chair Crim reviewed consent items including the minutes from the 
August 8, 2024, Committee of the Whole meeting, the August 9, 2024, 
Council meeting and the expected absences of Jamie Thomas and Lora 
Taylor. 

MOTION: To approve the minutes from the August 8, 2024, Committee 
of the Whole meeting, the August 9, 2024, Council meeting and the 
expected absences of Jamie Thomas and Lora Taylor. 

MADE BY: Scott McAvoy 

SECOND: Angie Panzica 

The motion passed. Sean Jackson abstained from the vote. Kristi Miller, 
Kate Layman and Sara Damiano were present but did not vote. 

4. Chair and Executive Directors Report. 
TCDD Executive Director Beth Stalvey provided updates on four staff 
vacancies, including the Public Policy Analyst position, Website 
Coordinator Position, the West Texas Regional Coordinator position and 
East Texas Regional Coordinator position. 

Stalvey reported eight stipends approved during the last quarter and 
highlighted two Request for Applications that have closed. 

Stalvey also provided updates on several special projects, including the 
completion of the Public Health Workforce project and updates to 
Public Health and Disaster Management modules. Stalvey noted the 
continued efforts with Bridging Aging and Disability Networks and a 
new disaster management respite project that was proposed. Stalvey 
reported that five youth ambassadors were hired to create materials for 
transitioning young adults to adult medicine, the NIH-funded DECODE-
IT project, a collaboration with multiple institutions, was announced as 
well as TCDD’s involvement with the CHIPS program aimed to prepare 
individuals with disabilities for semiconductor industry jobs. Stalvey 
provided an update on FY 2025 funding noting a continuing resolution 
and $1.3 million received. Stalvey also highlighted that TCDD received 
the 2024 Friendship Award from Texas Advocates. 
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5. Selection of Nominating Committee Members 
Public Policy Committee Chair Angie Panzica reported that the Public 
Policy Committee selected Debbie Carlisle to serve on the Nominating 
Committee. Project Development Committee Chair Meridith Silcox 
reported that Jonas Schwartz was selected by the Project Development 
Committee to serve on the Nominating Committee. Chair Crim asked 
for nominations or volunteers from the Council. Barbara Knighton 
volunteered to serve on the Nominating Committee. 

MOTION: To approve the selection of Barbara Knighton as the Council 
Representative to the Nominating Committee. 

MADE BY: Michael Peace 

SECOND: Roni Jo Frazier 

The motion passed. Robert Schier III, Sara Damiano and Kate Layman 
were present but did not vote. 

6. Future Project Funding Priorities 
Project Development Chair Meridith Silcox reported on the 
Committee’s recommended to not change the Future Project Funding 
Priorities List. 

1. Choice Making Among Youth Age 0-14: A Foundation for Self-
Determined Lives 

2. Medical Self-Determination 
3. Enhancing Statewide Community engagement 
4. Next Generation Engagement: How Experience Influences 

Advocacy 
5. Culturally Competent Family Supports 

No motion was needed. 

7. FY 2027 – FY 2031 State Plan Development 
Stalvey led a discussion on the process and timelines for the FY 2027 – 
FY 2031 State Plan Development. Stalvey noted that the five-year state 
plan is crucial for guiding activities and funding, with a requirement to 
stay within its approved scope. Stalvey advised that the new plan is due 
in August 2026, and the process will begin with gathering public input 
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through surveys and community discussions starting in May. This input 
will be reviewed by work groups, which will draft goals and objectives. 
These drafts will be posted for public comment, allowing for revisions 
based on feedback before finalization. 

8. Executive Committee Report 
Chair Crim reported the Executive Committee’s approval of 
continuation grant funding for seven projects. 

TCDD Finance and Grants Director Rey Maldonado reviewed the 
quarterly financial report, current grantee projects report, and the 
stipend expenditure report. 

Council Business Director Koren Vogel discussed updates to the 
Conflict-of-Interest report. 

9. Project Development Committee Report 
Project Development Chair Meridith Silcox reported on the 
Committee’s discussion and activities during the Project Development 
Committee meeting. 

10. Public Policy Committee Report 
Public Policy Committee Chair Angie Panzica reported on the 
discussion and activities during the Public Policy Committee meeting. 

11. Agency Reports 
The Council received updates from Kate Layman from Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission Title XIX/Medicaid, Kristi Miller from the 
Department of State Health Services Maternal/Child Health, Nina Zuna 
from University of Texas Center for Disability Studies, Robin Miller from 
A&M Center for Disability and Development,  Elizabeth Danner from 
Texas Education Agency, Jonas Schwartz from Texas Workforce 
Commission, Sara Damiano from Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission Older American’s Act of 1965 and Sean Jackson from 
Disability Rights Texas. 

12. Future Agenda Items 
Council Members were encouraged to contact Chair Crim or Executive 
Director Stalvey with suggestions for future agenda items. 
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13. Announcements and Updates 
Council members discussed the date of the next meeting on February 
7, 2025. 

Adjourn 
Chair Crim adjourned the Council at 12:00 PM. 

_________________________________________ 
Beth Stalvey, Secretary to the Council     Date 
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