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The Committee of the Whole of the Texas Council for Developmental
Disabilities convened on Thursday, May 2, 2024, at the Hyatt Place Houston
Medical Center, 7329 Fannin St., Houston Texas, 77030 as well as virtually
using the Zoom platform. Council Chair Mary Durheim called the meeting to
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order at 9:09 am. A quorum was present.

1. Introductions
Committee members, staff and guests were introduced.

2. Public Comments
Public Comments were provided from Amy Litzinger and Jessica Rothe
regarding the lack of emergency evacuation chairs and plans in upper
floors of buildings at Texas colleges and universities. Public comment
was also provided by Linda Litzinger who spoke on various challenges
for young people with disabilities as they transition to adulthood.

3. Leadership and Advocacy Updates
TCDD Community Engagement Director Genessee Klemm provided
updates on the Council’s leadership and advocacy activities over the
last quarter. Klemm highlighted TCDD'’s internal leadership and
advocacy efforts as well as the efforts of our grantee projects and
partners.

4, TCDD Public Policy Fellows - Panel Discussion
Committee Members received a panel discussion from TCDD Public
Policy Fellows Dylan Bricker from Epilepsy Foundation Central & South
Texas, Hannah Gill from NAMI Texas, and Jennifer Toon from Coalition of
Texans with Disabilities. Following the presentation the Policy Fellows
engaged in a Q&A with Committee members.

5. Social Media Advocacy
Members received a presentation from TCDD Leadership & Advocacy
Program Manager Brianna TenBrink on TCDD's Training Sprints
program on Social Media Advocacy. TenBrink shared some highlights
from the program and discussed the differences between advocacy
and lobbying.

Adjourn
Chair Durheim adjourned the Committee of the Whole at 12:11 PM.

Beth Stalvey, Secretary to the Council  Date



	Call to Order
	1. Introductions
	2. Public Comments
	3. Leadership and Advocacy Updates
	4. TCDD Public Policy Fellows – Panel Discussion
	5. Social Media Advocacy

	Adjourn

