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The Committee of the Whole of the Texas Council for Developmental
Disabilities convened on Thursday, August 3, 2023, at the Royal Sonesta
Houston Galleria, 2222 West Loop South, Houston, TX 77027 as well as virtually
using the Zoom platform. Council Chair Mary Durheim called the meeting to
order at 9:00 a.m. A quorum was present.
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1. Introductions
Council members, staff and guests introduced themselves.

2. Public Comments
No public comments were offered to the Committee of the Whole.

3. Public Policy Update
TCDD Public Policy Director Scott Daigle presented a Recap of

Disability Policy in the 88th Texas Legislature, Including TCDD
Legislative Resources, Bills/Issues considered, and the Next Steps/Post-
Session. Daigle reviewed the goals set by the Council for legislative
activities including being more engaged in the legislative process,
being more impactful, expanding TCDD's footprint, being a "go-to
resource” for legislators, and bringing awareness to TCDD work and
grant projects. TCDD staff implemented a joint communications/policy
strategy with these goals in mind consisting of a variety of campaigns
including the TX Legislative News, Bill of the Week, and social media
posts. Resources for advocates include one-pagers, testimony
templates, and Disability Policy Academy webinars.

Daigle discussed how the engagement with the public compared to
the 87th Texas Legislative session including a 14% increase in email
open rates. He reviewed action from the session and noted that 1,831
new Medicaid Waivers were approved for the 2024-25 biennium. Daigle
also discussed post-session considerations including special sessions,
interim charges, continuing education of law makers and staff,
November 2024 Elections, and the next Regular Session convening
January 14, 2025. Daigle paid tribute to Randell Keith Resneder by
reviewing House Resolution 1704 and sharing some quotes given about
Mr. Resneder.

4. Presentation: Literacy United
Kary Johnson and Angela Miller discussed the Literacy United grant

project which is a reading program for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD). The program serves over 90
participants through in-person and virtual sessions, focusing on various
reading skills such as phonological awareness, phonics, sight words,
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fluency, comprehension, vocabulary, and writing. Miller emphasized the
program's positive impact on participants' self-sufficiency and
employment skills and discussed goals for continued funding and
expansion.

5. FY 2022 — FY 2026 State Plan Workplan Updates
TCDD Executive Director Beth Stalvey reviewed updates for years 3-5 of

the FY 2022-FY 2026 State Plan Workplan and noted that revisions will
be submitted by the August 15, 2023 deadline.

Adjourn
Council Chair Durheim adjourned the Committee of the Whole at 12:12 p.m.

Beth Stalvey, Secretary to the Council Date
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