TEXAS COUNCIL FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

House Bill (HB) 446
Rep. Tom Craddick

Respectful Language for Intellectual Disabilities

HB 446 would remove terminology from Texas statutes that is widely considered to be
outdated and offensive. It would replace variants of the term "retardation" with the
term "intellectual disability" to align with current medical and societal standards.

The bill also removes or changes references to abolished state agencies, such as the
Dept. of Aging & Disability Services, whose functions were folded into other agencies.
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“[The R-word] is hurtful, disrespectful, and
quite simply unacceptable. ... It is past
time that Texas replaces this derogatory
term to get respect and dignity to all.”

Public comment to the
House Committee on Judiciary and
Civil Jurisprudence, March 2023
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