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TCDD’s Mission 

The mission of the Texas 
Council for Developmental 
Disabilities (TCDD) is to 
create change so that all 
people with disabilities are 
fully included in their 
communities and exercise 
control over their own lives. 

What is DD? 

Developmental disabilities 
(DD) are severe, chronic
disabilities that begin
before a person reaches age
22 and are likely to continue
throughout one’s life.
Examples of DD include
intellectual disabilities,
autism, and cerebral palsy. 

The DD Act 

TCDD was established in the 
Developmental Disabilities 
Assistance and Bill of Rights 
Act (DD Act). The purpose 
of the DD Act is to help 
individuals with DD achieve  
independence, productivity,   
integration and inclusion 
into the community. 

A Sampling of TCDD’s Impact in 2019 

1K+ 

1,070 self-advocates and others 
participated in leadership and 
advocacy training programs. 

290 

290 parents and teenagers had 
access to supports to help manage 

the transition into adulthood. 

196 

196 people developed a deeper 
understanding of supporting 

people with autism. 

1K+ 

1,295 people have improved 
access to culturally competent 

services and supports. 

360 

360 people learned leadership and 
advocacy skills at disability-related 

events and conferences. 

129 

129 disability advocates met with 
legislators to share experiences and 

ideas on disability issues. 

77 people were  
supported to  

serve in leadership  
roles on boards,   
committees, and   

coalitions.  

TCDD staff and   
Policy Fellows  

gave testimony on   
over 20 disability-
related bills to the  
Texas Legislature.  

95 people living in 
SSLCs connected 

with peer-support 
specialists to learn 
about living in the 

community. 

50 young adults 
improved their 

employment skills 
through a program 

at the Houston 
Food Bank. 

106 young adults  
received training  
and support to  

help them achieve  
their higher  

education goals. 

Health care  
educators ensured  
accessible dental  

services are  
available to people   

with disabilities.     

The Council 

Mary Durheim, Chair (Spring) 

Andrew Crim, Vice Chair   
(Fort Worth) 

Rebecca Hunter Adkins  (Lakeway) 

Kimberly Blackmon  (Fort Worth) 

Ronnie Browning  (Spring) 

Paul Cardarella  (Denton) 

Gladys Cortez  (McAllen) 

Kristen Cox  (El Paso) 

Maverick Crawford  (San Antonio) 

Scott McAvoy   (Cedar Park) 

Michael Peace  (Somerset) 

Randell Resneder  (Lubbock) 

Robert Schier III  (Elgin) 

Eric Shahid (Somerville) 

Molly Spratt (Austin) 

Toby Summers (San Antonio) 

Lora Taylor  (Katy) 

John Thomas  (Weatherford) 

Kim Torres  (Houston)  
 
AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES 
Dan Zhang, Meagan Orsag  
(Center on Disability and Development, 
Texas A&M University)  
Mary Faithfull, Patty Anderson  
(Disability Rights Texas)   
Amy Sharp, Nina Zuna  
(Texas Center for Disability Studies,  
The University of Texas at Austin)  
Dee Budgewater, Dana Williamson  
(HHSC, Social Security Act Title XIX)  
Holly Riley, Wesley Yeager  
(HHSC, Older Americans Act)  
Audrey Young, Ivy Goldstein  
(DSHS, Maternal and Child Health Services)  
Justin Porter, Keith Swink  
(TEA, Individuals with Disabilities  
Education Act) 
Jennifer Hines, Sara Kendall  
(TWC, Rehabilitation Act) 



Below is a sampling of projects that TCDD provided 
grant funding for during federal fiscal year 2019.

Accessible Transportation 
Texas Statewide Independent Living Council 
(Galveston, Hidalgo, McLennan, and Travis counties)

Building Community Capacity through Collaboration
Community Healthcore (East Texas)
Volar Center for Independent Living (West Texas)

Culturally Appropriate Family Supports
Light & Salt Association (Houston)
REACH Families (Dallas)

DD Policy Fellows
Coalition of Texans with Disabilities (statewide)
Disability Rights Texas (statewide)
EveryChild (statewide)
The Arc of Texas (statewide)

Health and Wellness
Baylor College of Medicine (Harris County)
Special Olympics of Texas (statewide)

Leadership Development and Advocacy Training 
Easterseals Central Texas (statewide)
Family to Family Network (Southeast Texas)
Paso del Norte (El Paso)
West Central Texas Regional Foundation  
(Brown, Coleman, Comanche, and Runnels counties)

Outreach and Development
Dominique Cares (Collin County)
Hatching Hope Foundation  
(Collin, Dallas and Tarrant counties)

Peer-Support Specialists 
Baylor College of Medicine (Harris County)  
Imagine Art (Travis County)
Project Amistad (El Paso)
Texas Advocates (Bexas and Travis counties)
Texas SILC (North Central Texas, South Texas)
University of Massachusetts Medical School  
(statewide)

Youth Leadership Development 
Educational Programs Inspiring Communities 
(Harris County)
Mounting Horizons (Galveston)
The SAFE Alliance (Travis County)

Investments in Grant Projects

Total federal funding: $5.3 million

Operating Expenses
8%

Grants & Stipends
62%

StStaatte Plan Activitiese Plan Activities
30%30%

Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities
6201 E. Oltorf St., Ste. 600, Austin, TX 78741
800-262-0334 | 512-437-5432
tcdd@tcdd.texas.gov | www.tcdd.texas.gov

This report was produced by the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities using funds available under the Developmental  
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, P.L. 106-402, by the United States Department of Health and Human Services,  
Administration on Disabilities. In fiscal year 2019, TCDD received $5,299,538 in federal funds.




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		2019-TCDD-Annual-Report-English11.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Le Lien, Web Admin, admin@tcdd.texas.gov


		Organization: 

		Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities, Communications





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


