
 
Report Finds Limited Progress in 

SSLC Settlement Agreement 
The State of Texas entered into a Settlement Agreement with the U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ) in June 2009 to address concerns and deficiencies in the state’s 13 State Supported Living 
Centers (SSLCs). SSLCs, which are operated by the Texas Department of Aging and Disability 
Services, are institutions that provide campus-based direct services and supports to people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. The purpose of the Settlement Agreement is to: 

• increase protections of SSLC residents;  
• bring supports and services up to generally accepted professional standards of care;  
• provide the most appropriate level of care to SSLC residents; and  
• provide residents with information about and the choice to transition to the most integrated 

community placement possible. 
 
The Settlement Agreement anticipated that Texas would implement all provisions of the 
Agreement at each of the SSLCs within four years of the Agreement’s effective date, and sustained 
compliance with each provision for at least one year. The Settlement Agreement with the DOJ 
required independent monitors to provide an assessment of the status of compliance with its 20 
substantive provisions after four years. Monitors’ Four-Year Report to Court and Parties was 
released in June and provides explicit recommendations about how to improve SSLC services.  

The Report identifies: 
• existing obstacles to substantial compliance;  
• areas where the Monitors believe action is needed across the entire SSLCs system; and  
• significant progress that should lead to substantial compliance, as well as a description of 

substantial compliance achieved.  
The Monitors provide overall comments, as well as recommendations for systemic actions, where 
appropriate.  

The SSLCs have taken many actions to improve the quality and provision of protections, services 
and supports, and to work towards achieving substantial compliance. However, according to the 
report, the quality of service and support provided to residents varied across SSLCs and across 
Settlement Agreement provisions.  

Overall, the SSLCs met the requirements for substantial compliance for about a quarter to one-
third of the provisions. No SSLC exited from monitoring of any substantive provision, and only 
three SSLCs had achieved substantial compliance with any substantive section.  



The monitors recommended that the state hire consultants to bring the state into compliance in 
three of the 20 substantive provisions: 

• Section C - Protection from Harm – Restraints;  
• Section T – Providing Services in the Most Integrated Setting Appropriate to Meet a 

Person’s Needs; and  
• Section U - Consent. 

According to the report, at this rate, it appears unlikely that the State will meet substantial 
compliance with the majority of provisions anytime soon. 

Published October 31, 2014 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Report Finds Limited Progress in SSLC Settlement Agreement (for print)-up.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 6

		Passed: 24

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Skipped		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
