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Background:

Title IV, Chapter 531, Section 531.0235 of the Texas Government Code requires TCDD, jointly with the
Office of Prevention, to prepare a biennial report on the state of services to persons with disabilities
in this state. This report is due to the commissioner of health and human services, governor,
lieutenant governor, and speaker of the House of Representatives no later than December 1* of even-
numbered years, prior to the beginning of each regular session of the Texas Legislature.

Seven Biennial Disability Reports have been submitted to date. In addition to including
recommendations to address the specific issues around health and human services as required by
state law, TCDD has chosen to also include information and recommendations in each report on a
specific focus area that significantly impacts persons with disabilities. Key focus areas of previous
Biennial Disability Reports were:

Overview of Current Services, Supports, and Needs (2000)

Special Focus on Personal Assistance Services (2002)

Special Focus on Housing (2004)

Employment (2006)

The state’s allocation of Resources to Provide Long-Term Services and Supports (2008)
Representative Profiles of the Needs and Situations of People who are Waiting for Services in
Texas (2010)

The Interconnectivity of Education with Employment (2012)
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Staff will review ideas with the Committee for a possible, optional focus area to include in the 2014
Biennial Disability Report. However, staff preliminary recommendation is to not include a special
focus area on the next Biennial Report given the additional staff efforts involved with the sunset
review process during this interim and the next legislative session.

Public Policy Committee Expected Action:

Agenda Item 8. The Public Policy Committee will consider ideas for an optional special
focus area for the 2014 Biennial Disability Report and may provide
input and guidance to staff or recommendations for Council
consideration.

Council Expected Action:

Agenda Item 10. The Council will consider recommendations from the Public Policy
Committee.




